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Present:



Wendy Anderson-Welsh
BREC (Chair)

Len Simkins
Advice UK (Eastern Region)
Nicola Avery
Central Bedfordshire Council - Library Service
Hilary McDonald
Bedford Borough Council - Library Service
David Waggott
Mid Beds CAB

David Verney
Advice Bedfordshire

Jackie Hamilton
Mid Beds CAB / Financial Capability Forum
Jenny Harris
Sight Concern Bedfordshire

David Wood
Leighton Linslade CAB

Becky Kirby
Dunstable CAB

Annette Pacey
bpha – Money Advice Team
Ann Whitmore
Salvation Army - Debt Advice Service

Alexandra Austin
Bedford Borough Council - Trading Standards

Mohammed Akhtar
Surestart – Cauldwell

Steve Lonsdale
Spurgeons – Surestart Cauldwell

Fiona McLeod
Money Advice - St Andrews Church

Veronica Miskelly
Bedford Borough Council - Housing Options 

Prithpal Chander
Anchor Staying Put

Liz Morgan
Disability Resource Centre

Balbir Dutt
Luton Law Centre

Susannah Rastall
Infotrain (Minutes)
	
	Topic

	Subject
	Action

	1
	Welcome and Introductions
	Wendy welcomed members to the meeting.  Attendees introduced themselves.
	

	2
	Apologies for Absence
Peter Rayner


Jenny Hedges


Carl Davies


Kerry O’Neil


Brian Cunningham 

Bryden Keenan 


Trevor Moisey     


Tanya Richardson

Cheryl Subocz


Lauren Stanley

	bpha – Employment Support
Mid Beds CAB

Disability Resource Centre

Bedford Borough Council – Library Service
BRASS

BRASS

Rutland Road Church
Create / Finance Re-Direct

Central Bedfordshire Council -  Welfare Rights

Central Bedfordshire Council – Trading Standards


	

	3
3.1

3.2
	Minutes and Matters Arising
Previous minutes 

Matters arising
	The minutes of the last AGM (10th June 2009) were accepted as an accurate record.

Len confirmed that advice work had been included in the aims of the final Bedford Borough Sustainable Community Strategy.  There were no other matters arising.
	

	4

	BAF Annual Report 2009/10

	Len Simkins presented the Annual Report to the meeting.  A copy of the report is available on the BAF website: www.bedsadviceforum.org.uk.
Len explained that the Annual Report for 2009/10 had been redesigned to highlight BAF’s successful achievements in 2009/10. 

Wendy congratulated Len on the concise and clear nature of the report and commented that although leaner times were expected BAF was still hoping to continue to run training courses.  During a time when many networks were finding it difficult to operate due to funding issues it was good to see how successful BAF had been over the past year.
David Waggott proposed that the Annual Report be adopted and Wendy Anderson-Welsh seconded the motion.  The motion was carried.

	

	5

	Treasurer’s Report

	Annette Pacey presented BAF’s financial statement for the year 1st April 2009 – 31st March 2010. A surplus of £4,604.95 had been made in 2009/10. The statement showed a closing balance at 31st March 2010 of £6,127.76. 
Annette confirmed that BAF was better placed financially this year than in previous years but was aware that the coming year could be very different.

Len thanked Annette for all her efforts as the work of treasurer this year had been a lot more complicated than in previous years.

Wendy Anderson-Welsh proposed the financial statement for 2009/10 be accepted and Prithpal Chander seconded the motion.  The motion was carried.
	

	6

	Election of BAF Officers and Steering Group members


	Nomination forms for new members to the Steering Group had been distributed with the AGM agenda.  Tanya Richardson had confirmed she would be standing down as a member of the Steering Group in 2010.  The 6 other Steering Group members were willing to stand again.  Wendy expressed a wish to stand down as Chair as she has been Chair for two years; however she would be willing to carry on for one more year if no other nominations for Chair come forward.  There were no nominations for the position of Chair.

Jenny Harris of Sight Concern volunteered to be nominated as a member of the Steering Group.  This was accepted unanimously.

According to the BAF Constitution there is space for a further Steering Group member.  Jackie Hamilton volunteered to join but as the Steering Group already has 3 CAB members it was felt that a member from another organisation would be better for BAF; however Jackie could be nominated under the Financial Capability Forum.  If there are no further nominations during the year this will be reviewed.  Jackie was thanked for coming forward.

Wendy proposed the following BAF Officers and Steering Group members be elected and Len Simkins seconded the motion.  The motion was carried.
	

	
	Post

Post Holder

Organisation

Chair

Wendy Anderson-Welsh

BREC

Treasurer

Annette Pacey

BPHA

Secretary

Len Simkins

Advice UK 
Member

Lorraine Gunther
Bedford CAB 

Member

Jenny Harris
Sight Concern Bedfordshire
Member
David Waggott

Mid Beds CAB

Member
David Wood

Leighton Linslade CAB


	

	7
	BAF Membership Fees
	The Steering Group recommend that the fee structure stay the same as last year; however, following LGR, large organisations such as the local councils should only pay a fee of £25 per department rather than £50.  This would also reflect the downturn in the economy and the restrictions on local authority funding.
David Waggot proposed BAF continues with the membership scheme for 20010/11 at the same level of fees - £25 standard rate, £50 higher rate for larger agencies (unless there is more than one department requesting membership in which case the standard rate of £25 will apply), and a discretionary lower rate for very small agencies.  Annette Pacey seconded the motion.  The motion was carried.
	

	8
	Any Other Business
	There was no further business.
	

	9
	Advice strategies for Bedford Borough and Central Bedfordshire

	A presentation on the development of advice strategies in the local areas was given by Len Simkins.
Len went through the background to the development of the advice strategies, which BAF has been leading on for the two new Council areas.  Advice work is in the Sustainable Community Strategies and as there is a clear need for advice work within the community there is a need for an advice strategy.
Len outlined the recent work that has been completed and the next steps.  These steps include sending out a questionnaire to BAF members requesting up-to-date information on the services they offer.  This questionnaire will also ask for details of, and reasons for, any gaps in the service their organisation provides and also any gaps in the wider area.

It had been agreed that organisations would not be asked about their funding for advice work as funding was such a sensitive issue at the moment.  Wendy pointed out that advice work was inadequately funded in her opinion and she would be happy to share information on funding but appreciates this could be difficult for other organisations.

Len emphasised the importance of responding to this questionnaire – a 100% response was needed to include as much information as possible in the strategy especially as potential funders are not always aware of the value of advice work.
	

	10
	Closure of meeting
	Wendy thanked Len for his presentation to the Forum and also thanked BAF members and Steering Group members for their efforts over the past year.

The AGM was formally closed at 3pm


	


Documents discussed at this meeting can be found at www.bedsadviceforum.org.uk 
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BEDFORDSHIRE ADVICE FORUM


Promoting and supporting the provision of advice and information services in Bedfordshire





Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 


10th June 2010


Salvation Army Hall, Commercial Road, Bedford
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