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Our local advice forum was originally formed in 1997 as Bedford Advice Forum.  Initially BAF only covered North Bedfordshire, but it expanded its geographical boundary in 2001 to include Mid Bedfordshire and then again in 2007 to encompass South Bedfordshire thus becoming Bedfordshire Advice Forum.





BAF aims to:





Promote and support the provision of advice and information services in Bedfordshire





Provide a forum for exchanging information on the provision, gaps and resource requirements of advice and information services in Bedfordshire





Deliver and support training in collaboration with BAF member agencies





Seek funding for projects to develop advice services relevant to local needs





The members of BAF are not-for-profit organisations (from the voluntary and public/statutory sectors) that provide advice or information on civil legal matters - either as the main function of the organisation or as an important part of its work.  





This Annual Report highlights the achievements of Bedfordshire Advice Forum during 2008/2009











BAF Activities in 2008/09





BAF Meetings





Last year BAF held 3 Forum meetings for its members to discuss various issues affecting the local advice and information sector.  The meetings also provided members with an opportunity to publicise changes and developments in their own organisations.  





A number of useful presentations were made at the Forum meetings including:


Advice Services in South Bedfordshire - an overview of the work of the Disability Resource Centre and the Citizens Advice Bureaux in the area 


Launch of BAF's new website - www.bedsadviceforum.org.uk


Children's Centre Project - an overview of BAF's new project to update the BAF Advice Directory and conduct research into the potential links between local advice agencies and the Children's Centres in Bedfordshire





BAF also held an AGM in June 2008.  At the AGM it was decided to introduce membership fees for the first time. The scheme has raised over £1,000 for BAF,  





BAF's Steering Group, which was elected at the AGM, also met 3 times during the year to plan and oversee BAF's work.  





The members of the Steering Group in 2008/09 were:


Wendy Anderson-Welsh	-	Bedford Race Equality Council (Chair)


Annette Pacey 	-	BPHA (Treasurer)


Len Simkins	-	AdviceUK - Eastern Region (Secretary)


Gary Johnson	-	Beds. County Council, Welfare Rights 			Service


Tanya Richardson	-	Create / Finance ReDirect


David Waggott	-	Mid Beds Citizens Advice Bureau


David Wood	-	Leighton Linslade Citizens Advice 			Bureau


 


The Forum, AGM and Steering Group meetings were organised by Infotrain, on behalf of BAF.





Advice Bedfordshire





BAF's new trading company, Advice Bedfordshire, started trading on 1st April 2008.  The Company is a Community Interest Company which arranges BAF's activities - such as its training courses, meetings and projects.  In its first year the Company made a trading surplus of £652.72 which can be used to finance future BAF activities.





BAF Training Courses





BAF organised 2 training programmes for members in 2008/09, which provided 5 courses: Introduction to Benefits; Introduction to Money Advice; Local Housing Allowance; Employment and Support Allowance; and Benefits for Older People.  





Trainers for the courses were provided by BAF members (BPHA and Bedford Borough Council) and some local freelance trainers.  





The courses were attended by 57 participants in total and were very well received.  





BAF website - www.bedsadviceforum.org.uk





After several years of discussion, BAF finally launched its own website last year.  This has proved to be very successful and includes: general information about BAF; a list of BAF members; agendas and minutes for BAF meetings; details of BAF projects; and publicity for BAF training programmes.  Thanks go to David Wood for setting up this website, 





Voluntary Works





In July 2008 BAF joined Voluntary Works - the consortium for voluntary sector infrastructure organisations in Bedfordshire.  This has enabled BAF to access Capacitybuilders funding provided to the consortium - through its Consortium Development Fund and its Local Government Reorganisation Fund.





This funding has paid for various activities including: attending Voluntary Works meetings; BAF being able to send representatives to numerous local strategic planning meetings; and initial work on developing a local Advice Strategy.








Bedfordshire Advice Forum


Members - 2008/09








( Advice UK (Eastern Region)    ( Advocacy Alliance


( Age Concern Bedfordshire    ( Anchor ‘Staying-Put’ Bedford


( Aragon Housing Association    ( Bedford & District CAB


 ( Bedford Borough Council (Customer Advisory Team)


( Bedford Borough Council (Housing Advice Service)


( Bedford College    ( Bedford Community Rights Centre  


( Bedford Credit Union Ltd   ( Bedford Housing Link   


( Bedford Race Equality Council    ( Bedford YMCA


( Bedfordshire Child Poverty Action Group


( Bedfordshire County Council (Inform 0-19)


( Bedfordshire County Council (Trading Standards)  


( Bedfordshire County Council (Welfare Rights Service)  


( Bedfordshire Police (Welfare Department)  


( Bedfordshire Refugee & Asylum Seeker Support


( Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity    ( BPHA  


( Create / Finance ReDirect Ltd


( Disability Resource Centre    ( Dunstable CAB 


( Home-Start (North & Mid Beds)  


( Hospice at Home Volunteers (Leighton Buzzard)    ( King’s Arms Project


( Langley House Trust    ( Leighton Linslade CAB 


 ( Luton Irish Forum    ( Luton Law Centre    ( Luton Rights  


( Mayday Trust   ( Mid Bedfordshire CAB  


( Polish-British Integration Centre  


( Rutland Road Church   ( Sight Concern Bedfordshire  


( Thai3Counties   ( The Bedford Charity


( The Salvation Army    ( United Sustainable Energy Agency         





BAF Membership (as of 31st March 2008) = 42 Members




























































































Total = 54 members














